
Intentions for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass

Saturday, March 6, III Sunday of Lent (Vigil)
5:00 pm Helen Murray

Sunday, March 7, III Sunday of Lent
9:00 am For the Unborn and Their Parents
12:00 pm Deceased Members of the Betts, Henry

& Vickers Families

Monday, March 8, St. John of God
12:00 pm Edward G. McElduff 

(Birthday Remembrance)

Tuesday, March 9, St. Frances of Rome
12:00 pm Peggy Grassing

Wednesday, March 10, Lenten weekday
12:00 pm George Strauss

Thursday, March 11, Lenten weekday
12:00 pm William Boes

Friday, March 12, Lenten weekday
12:00 pm Salvatore Morrongiello
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross

Saturday, March 13, IV Sunday of Lent (Vigil)
5:00 pm Anne & Fred Roys

Sunday, March 14, IV Sunday of Lent
9:00 am George Lenz
12:00 pm Gary Breen (Anniversary)

Attendance and Collections for the Second 
Sunday of Lent (February 28)

Our attendance was 203. The collection for February 28 
was $1553. Thank you for your generosity. Our second 
collection next Sunday will be for the Restoration Fund.

Please Pray for the Sick of Our Parish
Please pray for our sick parishioners: Patti Adcroft, 
Mary Barone, Mary Billings, Johnathan Caban, Anne 
Cahill, Kara Jean Fleming, Margaret Flynn, Sister Eileen 
McCabe, Carol Mohler, Jacqueline O’Grady, Clara 
Rancier, Fred Serafini. If you know of a parishioner who 
is sick, please contact the Rectory.

Visit to the Sick, Homebound, or Hospitalized
If you or someone you know is sick, homebound, or 
hospitalized and would like a visit from a priest for 
Confession, Communion, or Anointing of the Sick, 
please call the Rectory.

Stations of the Cross for Lent
There will be Stations of the Cross on the Fridays of 
Lent at 7:00 pm. The object of the Stations is to make in 
spirit, as it were, a pilgrimage to the chief scenes of 
Christ’s Passion, by passing from Station to Station, with 
prayers at each and devout meditations on the scenes, 
with the singing of a stanza of the Stabat Mater while 
passing from one Station to the next.

Use our Catholic Nuns’ Bookstore for Lent
Lent starts on Ash Wednesday, February 17, and invites 
us to a deeper following of the Lord. The Sisters and 
Staff of Pauline Books and Media, 64 West 38th Street, 
offer a great service and a wide selection of books, 
DVDs, and CDs to enrich our living of Lent. The 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel at the Center provides a 
welcome space for quiet time with the Lord as well. For 
more information, please call 212-754-1110.

The Archdiocesan Stewardship Appeal
This weekend marks the start of the 2010 Archdiocesan 
Stewardship Appeal. You should already have received a 
letter from Archbishop Dolan asking your support for
the vital ministries, programs, and services provided 
through the Appeal each year. Please fill out your pledge 
card and send it in.This week, we will show the DVD 
for the Appeal in lieu of the sermon at all the Masses. As 
Lent begins, we are reminded of our obligation to pray, 
to fast, and to give alms. Part of giving alms is to live 
out our vocation of Stewardship, which is the 
responsibility of all those baptized into Christ.

Spring Fever Parish Party
at Chelsea Piers

Last Sunday, February 28, we had our “Spring Fever 
Party” at the Chelsea Piers. It was a great success. Over 
one hundred people came, and we raised $3695 for our 
Restoration Fund. Special thanks are due to Mrs. Mary 
Bambury, a Guardian Angel School graduate and 
parishioner, who organized and hosted the party. She put 
it all together for us. Thanks, too, to Mr. Ronnie 
Talerico, who made arrangements for us at the Chelsea 
Piers.

The most important part of the gathering was the 
building-up of the Guardian Angel community. Some 
people who were present at the party go back as far as 
the first Guardian Angel church on West 23rd Street. 
Others were just recently baptized in the “new” church 
here on Tenth Avenue and West 21st. Interestingly 
enough, they were all baptized in the same font, as the 
font in the baptistery of the present church came from 
the original church. Added to that number are the many 
persons who’ve moved into the neighborhood since, and 
some who moved out, but come back for Guardian 
Angel events. Let’s hope there are many more future 
events to bring us back together again!



Lent As: Hearing the Cry of the Poor
Each year, the Season of Lent is offered to us as a time 
of renewal. Usually, we take up this Lenten journey as 
the gift of personal renewal in terms of our relationship 
with the Lord. Our renewal becomes concrete when it 
comes down to self-denial, which allows us to live our 
faith more authentically. The alms giving we do helps us 
express our gratitude and allows us to exercise 
generosity. However, Lent can also be a time to focus 
beyond ourselves. It can be a time of renewal that is 
offered us to hear the cry of the poor and grow in 
solidarity with them. Ultimately, this is spiritual renewal 
as well and helps us grow closer to our Lord who tells us 
that if we wish to love him, we must express that love as 
love for the least of our brothers and sisters.

How can I make this Lent a time to hear the cry of 
the poor? It all starts with desire and a few choices. If we 
recognize a desire to be more attentive to the poor and to 
grow in affection for and solidarity with them, then it is 
likely that this is a grace we have received. Many things 
may have happened to open us to this grace, but it is 
important to name it and welcome it. Perhaps God has 
been offering us this grace for some time and preparing 
us to receive it this Lent. If we don't feel this desire, we 
can ask for it. We can ask our Lord to help us grow in a 
desire to hear better the cry of those most in need.

Who are the poor? Who are most in need? Who 
are most pushed to the margins of neglect and 
powerlessness? It doesn't take a great social analysis to 
come up with some immediate answers in my own world 
and in the global situation today. Listening to the 
news—locally, nationally, globally—is a beginning. 
Who appears to be suffering? Who seems to be 
tremendously burdened? Not all the poor are in the 
news, but a sensitive scan of the news is a place to start.

The U.S. Jesuit Province Superiors named four 
major groups that are most deserving of our care in their 
document, "A Meditation on our Response to the Call of 
Christ":

"In this light, how can we ignore the fact that 
those most in need of our solidarity are those who suffer 
painful hardships? Their misery seems almost 
inescapable. Many are trapped in poverty. So limited are 
their opportunities, their poverty has become structurally 
entrenched. Their lives are severely diminished; their 
hopes are crushed by a persistent and oppressive poverty 
that denies to all but the boldest the basics of human 
dignity and the opportunity to live happy and fulfilled 
lives. Perhaps the most pressing and painful examples 
are forced migrants (refugees, migrant workers, the 
undocumented); inner city populations (racial minorities, 
the elderly, the homeless, the persistently poor); 
indigenous peoples at home and abroad; and the globally 
destitute, more than 800 million people who go to bed 
hungry each night."

What do I do when I begin to hear the cry of the poor?
We tend to not think of the poor very much because to 
do so can render us sad or feeling "unable to help." But, 
if we use a time like Lent to try to reflect upon the 
situation of the poor near us and around the world, then 
the poor will help us come to know God's special love 
for them. In this reflection we will discover God's love 
for us because we will experience a solidarity with the 
poor. We can become aware of how narrow our concerns 
are or how self-centered we have become. Reflection 
upon the situation of the poor will draw us closer to 
them, helping us understand the mystery of radical 
dependence on God. Ultimately, our closeness with the 
poor during Lent will make us more "Christ-like" for he 
is the one who became completely one with us.

How will my prayer be different during Lent? If 
we spend Lent reflecting upon the situation of the poor, 
we will begin to pray differently. We will see not only 
see their radical dependence upon God but we will find 
ourselves turning to God on their behalf, before we ask 
anything of God for ourselves. This kind of prayer 
purifies our prayer. It helps us pray with a renewed 
spirit. It frees us from so many of the demands we can 
place on God, especially for things like comfort or 
success or just getting things my way. With the poor as 
our prayer companions, we can surrender more easily 
and ask God for what really matters—first on their 
behalf and then for ourselves. Our prayer for ourselves 
will more freely become a prayer that we might be 
transformed to be better servants for others, especially 
conscious of those on the margins of Society. It will 
ultimately lead us to ask the Lord to help us make our 
lifestyle more simple. It can lead us to ask to be freed 
from our dependence upon so many of the benefits of the 
unjust social structures of our world. Finally, it might 
lead me to ask for the courage to act against those unjust 
social structures, even to dismantle them.

Lent spent hearing the cry of the poor starts with 
awareness, is spent in growing solidarity and leads to 
deeper compassion and transformative prayer.

First Communion
Amy B. Barone

White wear, a wafer, wine, the wonderment of a 
sacrament that celebrates a meal 

Hands clasped in faith, fervor, fulfillment
Awaiting a mysterious experience wrapped in holiness

and divine love 
Rosaries, readings, rewards from above
In prayer, you reach for the promise of forever 
Candles, colors, a congregation gathers each week
You are touched by a new grace, gratified, growing.


